Todd Stewart’s Vision for the Board
Community matters. 
In both our personal and professional lives, we seek communities that help us grow, succeed, and adapt to change. For more than 66 years, COMMON has defined what community looks like for IBM midrange systems professionals, and I want to help ensure that legacy continues well into the future.
The COMMON Board of Directors has rightly recognized the need to respond to changing industry demographics and expectations. My primary motivation for seeking a position on the Board is to contribute my time, experience, and perspective to making the COMMON 2030 initiative a success. At Heartland Co-op we have fully embraced introducing a new generation of professionals to the IBM i platform. In the last 6 months we have hired 4 new developers that were not even born when I began my career! The experience has been wonderful, and mentoring these highly skilled young professionals has been a joy. Heartland has not only solved the IBM i 'skills gap', but we now have a team of developers skilled in open source, modern IDE, DevOps, and other modern methodologies. My experience with these new professionals will be highly valuable to the Board as we take COMMON 2030 forward.
Another area of experience I will bring to the Board is integrating multiple technologies with the IBM i platform. Heartland has been on the leading edge of IoT integration, Geospatial applications, open-source integration, and inclusion of AI in application development, and modernization. My leadership as Architect in these areas will bring valuable insight to the COMMON board.
My experience as a member of the COMMON Americas Advisory Council has reinforced just how critical the relationship between IBM and COMMON is to our shared success. Strengthening that relationship—and the role of the CAAC within it—is especially important to me, as it directly benefits both members and the broader IBM i ecosystem.
Beyond all of that, I simply want to give back to a community that has given me so much. I have been an IBM midrange systems professional for nearly four decades, and my dedication to the platform has only grown stronger over time. Serving on the COMMON Board of Directors feels like the natural next step in continuing that commitment and helping guide COMMON into its next chapter.

